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SUBJECT: REPORT OF UNREST IN TRIBAL AREAS 

1 . LOUIS DUPREE, AMCIT WHO IS LONG-TIME DENIZEN OF 
AFGHANISTAN, AND RESEARCHER ON THE TRIBAL AREAS WHO 
HAS NUMEROUS CONTACTS IN THE FRONTIER, CAME TO EMBASSY 
YESTERDAY FOR CONVERSATION WITH CHARGE. DUPREE SAID THAT 
DURING RECENT VISIT TO PESHAWAR HE SPOKE WITH NUMBER OF 
CONTACTS AMONG THE TRIBALS AND THE MILITARY AND WAS TOLD 
THAT VARIOUS TRIBES HAD RECENTLY TAKEN ACTIONS TO SUPPORT 
THE PAKISTAN NATIONAL ALLIANCE AND DEMAND THE PM'S OUSTER. 

2. ACCORDING TO DUPREE, THE WAZIRIS (AN IMPORTANT TRIBE 
IN SOUTHERN PORTION OF TRIBAL AREA ALONG PAK/AFGHAN 
BORDER) MET IN JIRGA (TRIBAL MEETING) TWO WEEKS AGO. 

WAZIRIS DECIDED TO SUPPORT THE PNA IN ITS STRUGGLE WITH 

THE GOVERNMENT AND TO DEMAND REMOVAL OF THE PM. ABOUT THE 
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SAME TIME, TRIBALS IN BAJAUR AGENCY (MOST NORTHERN 
AGENCY IN TRIBAL AREA BORDERING AFGHANISTAN) MET IN 
JIRGA AND MADE SAME DECISION. THREE DAYS AGO, THE 
AFRIDIS, ONE OF THE MAJOR TRIBES WITH LANDS BORDERING THE 
KHYBER, ALSO MET IN JIRGA AND DECIDED TO SUPPORT THE 
OPPOSITION AND CALL FOR PM'S REMOVAL. 
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3. DUPREE SAID HE HAD BEEN TOLD IN PESHAWAR THAT AN 
INTER-TRIBAL JIRGA WITH REPRESENTATIVES FROM EVERY TRIBE 
WOULD BE HELD WITHIN TWO WEEKS. SUCH A MEETING WOULD BE 
UNPRECEDENTED AND THE ONLY TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED WOULD 
BE TRIBAL RESPONSE TO THE BHUTTO/OPPOSITION CONFRONTATION. 
DUPREE ADDED THAT TRIBESMEN SAY THEY HAVE TWO BASIC 
DEMANDS - ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ISLAMIC SYSTEM IN PAKISTAN 
AND INSURING THE INTEGRITY OF THE PATHAN WAY OF LIFE. 

TRIBES HAVE DECIDED THAT BHUTTO CAN GUARANTEE NEITHER, 

IN SPITE OF HIS PROMISES, SO THEY HAVE DECIDED NOT TO 
SUPPORT HIM. DUPREE ALSO NOTED THAT BEGUM WALI KHAN, 

WIFE OF IMPRISONED LEADER OF THE BANNED NATIONAL 
AWAMI PARTY, HAS BECOME A HEROINE IN THE FRONTIER 
FOR HER ANTI-BHUTTO ACTIVITIES AND WAS ASKED TO 
ATTEND THE PLANNED ALL TRIBAL JIRGA. 

4. WHEN ASKED WHAT THE TRIBALS WOULD DO IN CONCRETE 
TERMS, DUPREE SAID THEY HAVE TOLD THEIR POLITICAL 
AGENTS (GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES IN THE TRIBAL AREAS) 
THAT ALTHOUGH THEY WILL NOT FORMALLY JOIN THE PNA 
THEY SUPPORT ALL ITS AIMS, AND THE TRIBAL ELDERS WILL 
NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR WHATEVER ACTIONS THE TRIBESMEN 
TAKE AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. DUPREE ADDED THAT HE FELT 
IT WAS POSSIBLE THE TRIBALS WOULD TAKE DRASTIC ACTIONS. 

FOR EXAMPLE, IF THEY WANTED THE TRIBES COULD CLOSE THE 
KHYBER PASS AND MIGHT EVEN ATTACK THE SETTLED AREAS. 

DUPREE EMPHASIZED THAT TRIBAL ANIMOSITY TOWARD BHUTTO 
WAS SO GREAT THAT ANYTHING WAS POSSIBLE. 
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5. DUPREE SAID THAT HE BELIEVE AFGHANISTAN WAS NOT 
INVOLVED IN ANY WAY WITH THE TRIBAL MEETINGS AND WAS 

NOT ATTEMPTING TO INFLUENCE THE COURSE OF EVENTS IN PAKISTAN 
TRIBAL TERRITORY. HE SAID IT WAS HIS VIEW THAT DAOUD HAS 
CONSIDERABLE PATIENCE AND WOULD PREFER TO LET THE GOP 
SEE WHAT IT COULD WORK OUT WITH THE TRIBALS. HOWEVER, 

IF THE PAK ARMY MOVED INTO THE TRIBAL AREAS, THE 
GOA WOULD HAVE TO RECONSIDER ITS POSITION. 

6. DUPREE TENDS TO BE ALARMIST IN HIS PREDICTIONS AND 
HIS PERSONAL ANIMOSITY TOWARD THE BHUTTO GOVERNMENT 
COLORS HIS STATEMENTS. WE THINK HIS VIEWS ON THE 
POSSIBILITIES OF THE TRIBES CLOSING THE KHYBER OR ATTACKING 
THE SETTLED AREAS ARE OVERDRAWN, ALTHOUGH BOTH 

ARE POSSIBLE. WE BELIEVE THE TRIBES WOULD BE DETERRED 
KNOWING THE HARSH PUNITIVE RESPONSE SUCH ACTIONS WOULD 
EVOKE FROM THE ARMY. HOWEVER, IF THE FACTS AS HE 
STATES THEM - THREE JIRGAS SO FAR AND ONE ALL TRIBAL 
MEETING PLANNED - ARE TRUE, IT MUST CAUSE GREAT CONCERN 
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TO THE GOVERNMENT. REGARDLES OF WHETHER OR NOT THE TRIBESMEN 
TAKE ANY CONCERTED ACTION AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT, BHUTTO 
MUST NOW PAY MUCH GREATER ATTENTION TO THE TRIBAL AREAS 
BOTH IN TERMS OF SECURITY AND POLITICS. THIS COMES AT 
A TIME WHEN HE CAN LEAST AFFORD TO BE DIVERTED FROM HIS 
OTHER POLITICAL CONCERNS. 

7. ALSO, IF DUPREE'S REPORTS ARE TRUE, TRIBAL DISCONTENT 
WILL BE YET ANOTHER DISCONCERTING DEVELOPMENT FOR THE 
ARMY WHICH FINDS ITSELF DRAWN INCREASINGLY DEEPER INTO 
THE POLITICAL MORASS. UNDOUBTEDLY TROUBLED OVER ITS 
POLICE DUTIES IN THE PUNJAB AND SIND, THE THOUGHT OF 
HAVING TO PREPARE FOR POSSIBLE MILITARY ACTIONS 
IN THE TRIBAL REGIONS BECAUSE OF TRIBAL ANTIPATHY 
TO BHUTTO CAN ONLY MAKE THE ARMY QUESTION EVEN MORE 
ITS ROLE IN SUPPORTING THE PM. 
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